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May 5, 2013      Revelation 3:14-22 

 
14 

“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and 

true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 
15 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish 

you were either one or the other! 
16 

So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to 

spit you out of my mouth. 
17 

You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 

you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 
18 

I counsel you to buy from me 

gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 

shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  

19 
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 

20 
Here I am! I stand at 

the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, 

and he with me.  
21 

To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and 

sat down with my Father on his throne. 
22 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.”  

 

Today’s text begins with the “Amen.”  You usually end with the Amen.  Our catechism ends with the “Amen” 

of the Lord’s Prayer.  We’re taught in the catechism that it means, “Yes, it shall be so.”  It literally means “truth 

– that’s right.”  It is an expression often times used by Jesus, verifying what He says is most certainly true.   

 

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus refers to Himself as THE AMEN?  There can be no truth without Christ, because 

all of the truth of God’s Word begins and ends with Him.  He created the world.  Jesus promised to be the Seed 

through which the world would be saved.  He made the promise come true.   He in a sense “amened” it.  All that 

Jesus threatens and promises with Heaven and hell revolve around Him; those who believe and those who don’t.  

So He defines Himself as the AMEN; the One who did what He said He’d do; by dying and rising from the 

dead.  He isn’t just the end.  He’s also the beginning and the middle as well.   

 

Today we ask our confirmands to confess their faith; to say “Amen” to what they’ve learned, and there can be 

no true confession of faith without the Object of our confession; the One Who will ultimately either verify your 

confession or reject it.  That One is Jesus.  You’ve learned of Him.  He wants you to confess it, so say “Amen” 

to the “Amen.”  On Judgment Day Jesus is not going to ask you for your opinion as to where you think you 

should go.  He is going to publicly declare where you are going; based on your confession in this life.  (Romans 

10:9) (Matthew 10:32) 

 

Say “Amen” to the Amen 

 

I.  For He wants hot food 

 

In today’s text Jesus puts Himself in the place of a judge of a food competition; and you are the plate of food He 

is trying to eat.  He is judging by whether you are cold or hot.  Some foods are meant to be served cold and 

some are meant to be served hot.  You don’t see too many dishes being served on a platter that are purposely 

lukewarm.  We would assume that if hot is referring to a flaming hot faith, Jesus doesn’t want anyone to be 

cold.  He’s looking for hot dishes.  Therefore, He’s also not looking for lukewarm dishes.  It would appear that 

in this illustration Jesus is talking about Christians who aren’t really sure that they want to be known as 

Christians.  They aren’t too excited about following Christ.  So they try to ride both sides of the fence.  In some 

settings they love to be seen as Christian, while as others they’d rather not.  They want the best of both worlds.  

That didn’t float with Jesus. 
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What was it that caused them to be lukewarm?  You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need 

a thing.’  As I was translating this, I noticed the repeat of the word “rich.”  One is a present condition, and then 

it is followed by a perfect verb, indicating that the acquiring of wealth came about over time.  In other words, 

the thing that caused the church in Laodicea to be lukewarm was not only the fact that they had more than they 

needed; that they were rich; but more importantly the fact that they earned it for themselves.  They were self-

sufficient people.  They weren’t beggars.  This was what led to pride.   

 

Martin Luther died with the final confession of faith that said the exact opposite.  He wrote, “We are beggars, 

this is true.”  This is what we emphasize in Lutheran catechesis.  In opposition to popular theology that tells you 

that you can do whatever you want to do; that you are so great because you are a creation of God; we teach 

what the Bible says.  We are born sinners under the control of Satan.  We have to be saved by grace alone and 

by Christ alone.  We can’t add one thing to what He’s already done on the cross for us – by faith alone.  Even 

coming to faith is a gift of the Holy Spirit – not of ourselves.  We remain beggars throughout our lives.  We 

have to keep praying and taking the Supper and listening to the Word so that we can just spiritually stay alive.  

We aren’t made to be alone and redeemed to be lonely Christians.  We join a common fellowship.   

 

Self-sufficiency is a dangerous thing; because it tempts you to stop praying.   It makes you think, “I don’t have 

time for church.  I don’t need Bible study.  What good does it do me?  Jesus doesn’t pay the bills.”   It makes 

you feel alone when you are struggling with sin.  Just read through the book of Judges.  When did the Israelites 

fall from faith every time?  In times of success.  One of the worst curses on the human soul can be prosperity 

and success, not because prosperity and success are evil, but because of the way that our sinful flesh responds to 

it; with pride and self-sufficiency; thinking that we don’t need God so much.  You become cold.   

 

II. For you need the Amen 

 

It’s such a strange thing; the way that Jesus teaches this.   You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do 

not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.   How 

could a blind man not know he’s blind?  How could a naked person not realize he’s naked?   This is the 

unfortunately reality of the sinful nature and the deceptiveness of Satan; he can make you blind without you 

even realizing it.   

 

It could happen through misdirection.  Plenty of tales have been told of people who have gone out of the house 

without having combed their hair or wearing two different shoes or their fly undone.  They didn’t leave home 

with the intention of entering the public that way.  They just didn’t take time to focus.  They were too rushed or 

focused on other things.  The same thing can happen spiritually.  King Solomon became so focused on the 

outward prosperity of his kingdom that he married a bunch of women who worshiped other gods, and in the 

process of having success and power he became spiritually poor.  He most likely told himself, “I’m fine.  I’ve 

received a vision from God.  He’s given me greater wisdom than anyone on earth.  There’s no way I’ll fall.”  

But it was this kind of arrogance that brought him down.   

 

The devil is the king of misdirection.  Right now the devil is saying to his fellow demons, “Ok, these 

confirmands have been instructed in the word of God.  These children been taught about the power of their 

baptism.  They’re receiving the Lord’s Supper; but the battle is far from done.  All we have to do is make them 

think that this is their graduation; they’re done with Bible study.  All we have to do is get these kids involved in 

school and sports.  Bless their efforts.  Make the parents take such joy in their success that they think this is all 

important – how great they do at school and sports.  Convince them that they’ve got too much to do on Sunday 

mornings.  Get them to be so wrapped up in love and romance so that they’ll fall for the most godless piece of 

garbage out there.  Don’t worry.  Be patient.  They’ll still be on the Trinity roster for years to come, and they’ll 

think that because of this they are perfectly fine.  But membership really doesn’t matter if we can get them to 

stop listening to the Word, draw them away from Christian fellowship, and stop taking the Supper.  They’ll stop 



3 

 

confessing their sins.  They’ll stop seeking Jesus.  Without even seeing it, we’ll have them and they won’t even 

know it.  All we have to do is to make their lives pretty comfortable and half way successful, so they don’t even 

realize what’s happening to them; just like boiling a frog in water.”   

 

You’ve probably witnessed this very thing happen.  Have you ever gone to a friend or relative’s house and 

heard them cussing at each other and using the most vile language?  Have you ever been out to eat with a couple 

that just bickers back and forth?  You sit there and listen to them talking this way and you are almost 

dumbfounded that they’d speak that way in public.  But they have no clue that there’s anything wrong with that.  

Why?  Because it has become the NORM in their house, and nobody has called them out on it.  This happens to 

Christians as well.  They forget their need for the Amen, and their lives become a confession of unbelief.  

Without even knowing it, they become worse than lukewarm, they become cold.   

 

III.  For you don’t want Jesus to spit you out 

 

Jesus issues a warning.  I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  The word for spit really means to vomit.  

Think about the picture Jesus is drawing.  Jesus was willing to put you in His mouth and swallow you.  You 

know of those who are picky eaters.  They smell the food; pick around with it; crinkle up their noses; then push 

it aside.  It’s irritating when they push away good stuff and let it go cold.  Jesus wasn’t a picky eater.  He took a 

dish of the whole world of sinners with all of their stinky filth; He knew the dish would put Him through hell; 

and swallowed it all on the cross; savored every morsel.  The dishes are still being served in a sense.  Every sin 

that we still commit and are is placed on the cross through time and eternity.  Yum.   

 

So why would Jesus threaten to spit or vomit anyone out?  First of all, because He doesn’t want to.  That’s why 

He issues a THREAT first.  This is important to remember!  Jesus doesn’t want to spit anyone out.  He’s got a 

strong stomach!  

 

Secondly, we need to remember that His death on the cross was not made to give us excuses to sin or to make 

us lackadaisical about what we do.  When missionaries go to eat meals at the home of members in 3
rd

 world 

countries, they have to be willing to eat a lot of different kinds of food.  One missionary to Mexico had to eat 

raw chicken once.  Thankfully he had a strong stomach.  Jesus’ stomach is stronger.  But if someone were to 

invite you over and regularly sneeze on your food; sooner or later you’d want them to know that they ought to 

turn their head when sneezing.  Jesus didn’t die for us to make us lukewarm.  He doesn’t want to spit us out.  

But if we are going to lazily try to feed Him our garbage because we’re too lazy to cook up a decent lifestyle, 

the warning is there.  Even Jesus has a limit to His patience.  He too gets sick of lukewarm lifestyles.   

 

IV. By answering the knock of Jesus  

 

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 
20 

Here I am! I stand at the 

door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 

with me.  

 

When I used to do death notifications in Topeka I wasn’t very good at it.  I dreaded going to the door.  I would 

get really nervous, even with a police officer right by my side.  Were it up to me, I would lightly knock on the 

door and run away.  But the police officers were professional door knockers.  They would bang on those things; 

sometimes in the middle of the night.  One police officer and he told me a story of someone who claimed he 

didn’t hear the police officer banging on the door.  He said, “That’s funny, because the person next door said 

they could hear me knocking loud and clear.”   

 

The knock of Jesus on the door is a firm and loving call to repentance.  He’s not afraid of anything.  He says to 

be “earnest” about answering it.  We don’t use that word anymore.  It really means be zealous about it.  Don’t 
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take it lightly.  Don’t stay on the couch.  Get up and answer!  Jesus is knocking.  He wants to come in; not to 

steal what you have; but to dine with you; and you with him.  God Himself wants to talk with you and be with 

you.  The King and Creator and Redeemer of the Universe wants to dine with you every Sunday!   

 

V.  By buying His gifts for free 

 
18 

I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes 

to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  

 

Jesus told the Laodiceans that they were poor.  He tells us the same.  So how could anyone afford to buy refined 

gold, white clothes and miraculous salve to cure their eyesight?  The beauty of this price is that it is free.  The 

salvation of Christ is free; given and earned by Jesus.  Think of your baptism.   In it God promised you that your 

sins were washed away and you were given the robe of Jesus’ righteousness.  What did you do to earn this?  

Nothing at all!  Think of the Lord's Supper.  Jesus gives you His very body and blood for the forgiveness of 

your sins.  What a wonderful meal!  How much does it cost you?  Nothing.  Jesus gives us His very body and 

blood shed with which He earned our salvation.  We don’t only dine with Him.  We dine of Him!  The salve of 

salvation comes washing into our hearts and souls and opens our minds and eyes to clearly see who we are and 

who He is.  We, like Luther, are beggars.  We grovel for bread, and He feeds us with Life!   

 

VI. Until death do you overcome 

 
21 

To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and 

sat down with my Father on his throne. 
22 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.”  

 

Jesus doesn’t just invite you to a meal.  He also invites to rule with Him for eternity!  This is the call of 

Christianity!  He calls you to be kings and queens in an eternal kingdom; to sit with Jesus on His throne with 

Him.  Imagine living with Christ after the resurrection, in a world that has been re-created with all kinds of 

God’s creatures.  We will rule over this kingdom face to face with our King Jesus Christ.   

 

Yet note what Jesus says, “to him who OVERCOMES.”  You are being called to a battle between heaven and 

hell; against your own sinful flesh; and against a very enticing world.  The enemies are real and powerful; much 

more powerful than you; so be zealous about this.  This is a fight!  You need to arm yourselves with God’s 

Word and sacrament.   You need to be constant in prayer.   

 

Every time I look at the directory I grow weary; weary of seeing all of the failures and wondering where to 

start; all of the people who have taken this battle all too lightly.  Where are they?  They gave up fighting long 

ago, having been satisfied with having their name on a roster.  Many have stopped caring about sin and 

salvation in their quest for fun and work and sleep and whatever other excuses they’ve told themselves.  Others 

have given up because they’ve gone so far astray and don’t think Jesus could ever swallow them again.  Don’t 

follow their footsteps; even if they are your parents and brothers and sisters.   

 

This is no joke.  Jesus has knocked on the door; and by your confession of faith you are answering the call.  Do 

it zealously.  You have the almighty God coming into you today; to strengthen you in the battle.  You are dining 

with the King; the victorious King who already conquered Satan and drowned your sinful nature; who has gifts 

to give you; powerful gifts of forgiveness and salvation.  Today you are being given a powerful weapon; the 

Amen that has put an end to Satan and His threats.  Eat of Him.  Dine with Him.  Fight with Him – to the death; 

and you will receive the crown of life.  Say Amen to the Amen.  Amen.   


